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Ms. Fiori,

Thank you for your words, and more importantly, for being so present - not just for Paulo - but for all the students
that cross your path!
They need more teachers like you!!!
I 100% agree with what you say, that you offer them what they need at that moment, even if it doesn't
align with what we really want/hope for them. Not easy!!!

I wish you a wonderful summer, and since I have one entering 7th grade, I'm sure our
paths will cross again!

Martha

On Wed, Jun 3, 2026 at 9:17 AM FIORI, REBECCA L <rfiori@dadeschools.net> wrote:
Martha,

Paulo just dropped by with the card — "this is from my mom." I don't know that he thinks very much of me as a
teacher, but I'm ok with that. I appreciate your kind words immensely. Teaching is a kaleidoscope of experiences.
Sometimes you're a mentor, sometimes merely an authority figure, sometimes support, sometimes a more traditional
teacher, but mostly, we are facilitators. This role varies so much from high school to middle school, but one thing I've
found every time is that we are there to create bridges for the kids in our classrooms in whatever way they need.
Maybe for some it's a bridge from a 2 to a 3 on the FAST; maybe for others, it's speaking with their parents or
caregivers and indirectly facilitating important talks. Every kid has a different story, different needs. I think that being
a good teacher extends beyond the curriculum we teach, and becomes more of looking for what each kid might
NEED at the moment. So your words are validating and reinforcing.  🙂  Thank you -- truly.

Thank you again for your cooperation this year. I hope Paulo has a good summer and first year of high school...........
and if it's not quite the success you'd hoped for, I'll keep my fingers crossed for the "butterfly summer". ;)  I'm sure he'll
have his moment in his own time.  🙂

All my best wishes to you and your family.
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