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Re: English Language Arts 4th Quarter Failure

From FIORI, REBECCA L <rfiori@dadeschools.net>
Date Fri 5/29/2026 9:31 AM
To Turnbull Agency <johanna@turnbullagency.com>

Good morning, Johanna.

I'm very happy to hear it. He came this morning and had some morning snacks that some students brought in, and he turned in his
journal. As much as I am there to prepare students for the rigor and deadlines of high school and the "real world", I know that what
most of these kids need is just a little more hand-holding until they get it on their own. To use a metaphor, some parents need to
hold on to the back of the bicycle seat a few more times before their kid can hold the bicycle in balance on their own. 🙂

It was an absolute pleasure being a part of Weston's learning journey this year. I wish you all happiness and success in the future.  🙂

From: Turnbull Agency <johanna@turnbullagency.com>
Sent: Friday, May 29, 2026 8:19 AM
To: FIORI, REBECCA L <rfiori@dadeschools.net>
Cc: Matthew Turnbull <matt@turnbullagency.com>
Subject: Re: English Language Arts 4th Quarter Failure
 
CAUTION: This email originated outside of dadeschools.net. Do not click on links or attachments unless you are expecting the email or recognize the sender
and know the message is safe.

Ms Fiori,

Thank you for your kind note and allowing Weston to have more time, that said he realizes it’s not fair as the lack of work came
from his own decisions.

He worked hard last night to produce his reading journal and will turn it today.

On another note, I want to thank you for all the details you provided in the email below. I was able to have a conversation with
him that was more profound because of it. You are as well right that we need more “guardrails” when it comes to his work and
have a lot to turn around as parents as well.

We are all thankful for your support.

Have a nice rest of the year and Fiori and well deserved break arriving soon.
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Johanna Turnbull 

On May 28, 2026, at 12:31 PM, FIORI, REBECCA L <rfiori@dadeschools.net> wrote:

Hi.

If he wants to work at it over the weekend, you can send me pictures of the journal or have him bring it to me Monday
morning the latest. Given our meeting earlier this year, I know how you both are trying to support him.

I'd rather him pass the quarter, and the danger is that if he finishes where he is now, he will have a 69% average overall.
He needs one more point to avoid summer school and I'd rather he not have to attend summer school. Even if he
turned in an incomplete journal — as long as at least half is done, it would make that pivotal difference. We want him
to pass 8th Grade ELA because he is clearly capable.

He got a 4 on his FAST exam, which is a higher-than-average score, so it is likely that he will not be put into intensive
reading in 9th grade. While he might benefit from the course, what I honestly see with Weston is just "executive function"
stuff like with what I see with my own daughter. I have to give her a lot of extra support — "guardrails" — so that she
doesn't fall behind or forget stuff. He may just need strategies that work for him so that he can hold himself
accountable. The assignment itself is not difficult. It was meant to be done over the span of a month, and I gave them
all the class time when we weren't reading to work on it. Because of Take Your Child to Work day and testing schedules
consistently falling on Even days, they knew that they had to do half the book on their own, but we got up to page 66
together, and the book is only 107 pages long. They were given class time to read and work on their journals. I think
what happened was just not using class time wisely and then consequently being overwhelmed by an assignment that
can NOT be done in one sitting. I told them many times "Please do not save this for the last minute. It is meant for
reflection as you read the book..." but alas, if I had to guess, he probably did just that, and then decided it was too
much work.

https://canva.link/eufd71x0da9nnt4
This is the Canva that I used to teach the book, and I'm attaching the reading journal here, just in case he does not
have it.

Thank you for your attention to this. 

From: Turnbull Agency <johanna@turnbullagency.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2026 11:39 AM
To: FIORI, REBECCA L <rfiori@dadeschools.net>
Cc: Matthew Turnbull <matt@turnbullagency.com>
Subject: Re: English Language Arts 4th Quarter Failure
 
CAUTION: This email originated outside of dadeschools.net. Do not click on links or attachments unless you are expecting the email or
recognize the sender and know the message is safe.

Hello Ms. Fiori,

Thank you for your message again. I spoke to Weston and he mentioned the assignment was hard for him.
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He didn’t let us know and didn’t reach out for help. Unfortunately we have to have additional conversations and new
processes to implement when it comes to his homework, as we were under the impression it was done.

We appreciate the concern. We are gonna work to catch up but please let us know if there is anything we can do.

Best,
Johanna Turnbull 

On May 27, 2026, at 8:44 AM, FIORI, REBECCA L <rfiori@dadeschools.net> wrote:

Good morning.

You are receiving this email because your child is failing the 4th quarter for English Language Arts.

This is heavily due to the fact that their culminating assignment for their last novella was worth a lot of their
grade for a few reasons: (1) bolster autonomy as they prepare for high school; (2) take ownership of their
learning during a chaotic testing season; (3) engage in deep and thoughtful analysis as they moved
through the novel using the guiding questions in the reading journal and on the Canva I created for the
class. Since this was classwork, assessment, and a mini project all on its own, it was graded for each
category. Having Zs across the board obviously negatively impacts the students' overall grade.

If I receive their reading journals by Friday morning, I can at least give them a C across the board, which is
obviously preferable to no grade.

Thank you for your support and cooperation.

6/5/26, 10:13 AM Mail - FIORI, REBECCA L - Outlook

https://outlook.cloud.microsoft/mail/id/AAQkAGZhNjQyYmViLWNlZDUtNGY4OS1hZmRkLTM3MGZhMWUyMmJjYQAQAJ%2B3cjEyfKpJif1HLCjBngM… 3/3


